CHAPTER XVIII

Consolidation

IF the fidalgos had pinned their hopes on finding no stones
at Malacca, they were doomed to disappointment. It was
Ruy de Araujo who had spread that rumour, and although
Ruy de Araujo liked to lay down the law about Malacca,
he did not always prove reliable. On investigation large and
beautiful stones were found in the burying ground of Malacca's
kings. These, supplemented by one or two demolished mos-
ques, provided aU that were needed to build the fort.

Everyone was pleased with Albuquerque's suggestion
that a memorial stone should be placed over the door,
bearing the names of all who had played a leading part in
the conquest of the town. When these names came to be
engraved, however, bitterness and heart-burnings were the
result. No one would admit that he had not been a principal
performer! In the end, Albuquerque, growing sick of the
discussion, cut it short by causing the stone of contention to
be laid back to front, while upon the face, now in front, he
had inscribed these words: " Lapidem quern reprobaverunt
ediflcantes " (the stone which the builders rejected). Thus
the names were hidden for ever. What the disputers said
to this we are not told.

The transport of building material seems to have been
no easy task, " Senhor," writes a certain Pero de Faria to
his sovereign, " the men who were at Malacca have deserved
well of Your Highness! Believe me, Your Highness, the
labour of building the fort was very great, for the stones
had to be fetched from a long distance. Also work was got
through in one month that should have taken three, for it
could not have been finished any other way, and the' Capitao
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